NEW HAMPSHIRE LIQUOR COMMISSION

Minutes of ______ Meeting

NEW HAMPSHIRE LIQUOR COMMISSION

Minutes of Nonpublic August 27, 2020 Meeting


Meeting commenced at 2:11 p.m.
Present:
Chairman Joseph Mollica and Wendy Olcott, Administrative Assistant 
Excused:
Deputy Commissioner Nicole Brassard Jordan; Lorrie Piper, Director of Sales, Marketing, Merchandising and Distribution; James Richards, Store Operations Administrator; Lisa Gosselin, Wine Marketing Specialist; Chad Gibson, Wine Marketing Specialist; Mark Roy, Spirits Marketing Specialist; Director Mark Armaganian and Nancy Couture, Enforcement; Patrick Kerns from DHL. 
Public: No public in attendance

I) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


II) ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES FROM THE COMMISSION MEETING 
HELD August 20, 2020.

Chairman Mollica accepted the minutes from the August 20, 2020 Commission Meeting. 

III) ADMINISTRATION


1) DHL - Key Performance Indicators (KPI’s) Report Update


Mr. Kerns forwarded the KPI Report to the Commission and it has been reviewed.  Chairman Mollica presented Mr. Kerns’s report. Mr. Kerns noted big volumes remain with 122,168 inbound cases and 114,149 outbound cases. Total inventory was 950,001 cases. Some deliveries were adjusted due to heavy volume. All KPIs were met.
IV) MARKETING AND SALES REPORT

1) Chairman Mollica reported on the Administrative Notices provided by Director Piper.

For Information Only:
A) Administrative Notice of Non Compliance to Liq 401.03

1. New Administrative Notices

2. Updated information on previous weeks’ Administrative Notices  
2) Store Operations
Chairman Mollica reported we’re getting ready to do inventory in the next couple of weeks. Dates are available through Store Operations. A press release went out this morning announcing the new Littleton store, and Epsom is on track for a mid to late October opening.
3) Merchandising Report

A) Wine Marketing Specialist Gosselin
1. August 2020 Primary Source Recommendations
Approved the August 2020 Primary Source Recommendations (15 Primary, 82 Imported and 0 Exclusive) as recommended.

After review of the Wine item listed above, Chairman Mollica accepted the recommendations as prepared by Ms. Gosselin. 
B) Wine Marketing Specialist Gibson

1. One Time Purchase & Distribution for our Power Buy Program – Misc Brokers
Approved the One Time Purchase & Distribution for our Power Buy Program from miscellaneous Brokers as recommended.
2. Off-Premise Special Discount – Exclusive Grocery Price Busters November 2020

Approved the Off-Premise Special Discount – Exclusive Grocery Price Busters for November 2020 as recommended.

After review of each of the Wine items listed above, Chairman Mollica accepted the recommendations as prepared by Mr. Gibson. 
C) Spirits Marketing Specialist Roy

1. Appeals 2020 Semi-Annual Fiscal Review – August 2020
The Commission reviewed the August 2020 Semi-Annual Fiscal Review Appeals for the products listed below:

a) Horizon Beverage Co. - #4491 Marquis de Saint Loup Calvados

Approved the recommendation to accept the appeal from Horizon Beverage Co. on behalf of Beauchamp Imports on the recent decision to delist #4491 Marquis de Saint Loup Calvados 750ml, to remain listed as a category 2 limited distribution item in our top 15 locations.
b)  Martignetti Co. - #2658 Cutty Sark
Overrode the recommendation to deny the appeal from Martignetti Co. on behalf of Sazerac on the recent decision to delist #2658 Cutty Sark Scotch 750ml. This product will continue to be available in stores.

c)   Martignetti Co. - #950 Masterson’s 10yr. Rye

Overrode the recommendation to deny the appeal from Martignetti Co. on behalf of Deutsch Family Wines & Spirits on the recent decision to delist #950 Masterson’s 10yr Rye 750ml. This product will continue to be available in stores.
d)   Martignetti Co. - #3929 Los Amantes Joven Mezcal and #5808 Los Amantes 
      Reposado Mezcal         

      Approved the recommendation to deny the appeal from Martignetti Co. on behalf        
      of Global Beverage Team on the recent decision to delist #3929 Los Amantes                                     
      Joven Mezcal 750ml & #5808 Los Amantes Reposado Mezcal 750ml.

2. Recommended Close Out Pricing – August 2020
Approved the Recommended Close Out Pricing for August 2020 as recommended.
3. Limited Offering Requests August 2020:

a) Horizon Beverage Co. – Jack Daniels Tennessee Apple Liter
Approved the request from Horizon Beverage Co. on behalf of Brown-Forman Corp. to purchase #5946 Jack Daniels Tennessee Apple Liter-350 cases (12-pack) as a limited offering as recommended.
b) Pine State Beverage – E & J Spiced Brandy
Approved the request from Pine State Beverage on behalf of E&J Gallo to purchase #5949 E&J Spiced Brandy 750ml-50 cases (12-pack) as a limited offering as recommended.
c) Southern Glazer’s Wine & Spirits – Little Book IV Lessons Honored Blended Whiskey
Approved the request from Southern Glazer’s Wine & Spirits on behalf of Beam Suntory to offer #5935 Little Book IV Lessons Honored Blended Whiskey 750ml 6-pack (75 cases) for limited offering listing as recommended.
4. Line Extension Requests August 2020:

a) Southern Glazer’s Wine & Spirits - Elijah Craig Small Batch Bourbon 1.75 Liter
Approved the request from Southern Glazer’s Wine & Spirits on behalf of Heaven Hill to grant a line extension (added size) to #1581 Elijah Craig Small Batch Bourbon 1.75L as recommended.
b) Southern Glazer’s Wine & Spirits – Evan Williams Black Label Bourbon Liter
Approved the request from Southern Glazer’s Wine & Spirits on behalf of Heaven Hill to grant a line extension (added size) to #5942 Evan Williams Black Label Bourbon Liter as recommended.

5. One Time Buy Offers August 2020:

a) Horizon Beverage Co. - High West American Prairie NH Barrel #17647 Whiskey and High West Double Rye NH Barrel #17754 Whiskey
Approved the request from Horizon Beverage Co. on behalf of Constellation Brands to purchase #9600 High West American Prairie NH Barrel #17647 Whiskey 750ml-1 barrels approx. 39 cases (6-pack) and #9550 High West Double Rye NH Barrel #17754 Whiskey 750ml-1 barrels approx. 62 cases (6-pack) as a One Time Buy as recommended.
b) MS Walker – Gold Strike Cinnamon Schnapps
Denied the request from MS Walker on behalf of Lucas BOLS to purchase Gold Strike Cinnamon Schnapps 750ml-701 cases (12-pack) as a One Time Buy as recommended.
6. Test Market Results for Week Ending 08/23/2020

Approved the following products for test market or added sizes that have completed their 6-month test period or reached the required GP. The following are the results as recommended:
Granted Full Distribution Status:
#5451 ‘Merican Mule Southern Style 355ml 4pk- $14.99 (‘Merican Mule Inc./Stone Fence Beverage)

Granted Specialty Distribution Status:
#4962 Power’s John’s Lane Irish Whiskey 750ml- $64.99 (Pernod Ricard/Southern Glazer’s Wine & Spirits)


Delist:
#4925 Cruzan Hurricane Proof Rum 750ml- $19.99 (Jim Beam/Southern Glazer’s Wine & Spirits)
7. Test Market Requests August 2020:

a) Bay State Wine & Spirits – St. Patrick’s Cookies & Cream
Approved the request from Bay State Wine & Spirits to offer #5907 St. Patrick’s Cookies & Cream 750ml for test market listing as recommended.
b) Bay State Wine & Spirits – St. Patrick’s Irish Cream
Denied the request from Bay State Wine & Spirits to offer St. Patrick’s Irish Cream 750ml for test market listing as recommended.
c) Perfecta Wine Co. – Cask & Kettle Irish Coffee, Cask & Kettle Mint Patty Coffee, Cask & Kettle Hot Dry Cider and Cask & Kettle Hot Blonde Coffee
Approved the request from Perfecta Wine Co. on behalf of Cask & Kettle Cocktails to offer #5931 Cask & Kettle Irish Coffee 200ml-5pk; #5937 Cask & Kettle Mint Patty Coffee 200ml-5pk; #5944 Cask & Kettle Dry Cider 200ml-5pk to test market listing at this time and DENY the request for #5937 Cask & Kettle Hot Blonde Coffee 200ml-5pk, to be reviewed at a later time, as recommended.
d) Perfecta Wine Co. – Yamato Cask Strength Whisky
Approved the request from Perfecta Wine Co. to offer #5932 Yamato Cask Strength Whisky 750ml for test market listing as recommended.
e) Southern Glazer’s Wine & Spirits – Balcones Baby Blue Whiskey
Approved the request from Southern Glazer’s Wine & Spirits on behalf of TY KU LLC to offer #5938 Balcones Baby Blue Whiskey 750ml for test market listing as recommended.
f) Southern Glazer’s Wine & Spirits – Rampur Indian Double Cask Single Malt Whisky
Approved the request from Southern Glazer’s Wine & Spirits to offer #5927 Rampur Indian Double Cask Single Malt Whisky 750ml for test market listing as recommended.

g) Stone Fence Beverage – Red Eye Louie’s Vodquila
h) Approved the request from Stone Fence Beverage on behalf of Red Eye Louie’s to offer #5933 Red Eye Louie’s Vodquila 750ml for test market listing as recommended.

After review of each of the Spirit items listed above, Chairman Mollica accepted the recommendations as prepared by Mr. Roy, with the exception of the two Martignetti appeals (C1b and C1c). Chairman Mollica overrode the recommendations to deny the Martignetti appeals for #2658 Cutty Sark and #950 Masterson’s 10yr. Rye. Those two products will continue to be available in stores.
V) ENFORCEMENT AND LICENSING REPORT

Enforcement minutes are reported on the Liquor Commission website under the Enforcement section.


VI)  LATE ITEMS
No Late Items

VII) PUBLIC COMMENT
No Public Comments


At 2:23 p.m. the meeting was adjourned.

Minutes prepared and submitted by:

Wendy Olcott, Administrative Assistant
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